STUDY OF THE HISTORY OP EDUCATION	5
in the Italian Renaissance, Protestant Reformation, and French Revo-
lution ; the ideals of statesmen, scientists, and industrial loaders,
have all given the authority of their values in a greater or less degree
to phases of present educational practice. The historical method is
the only method whereby this intricate network of means and ends
can be unraveled,1
Through such an approach the embryonic teacher will
be impelled to analyze his problems more completely and
to obtain much light upon the school practices with
which he himself is concerned. By presenting a series
of clear-cut views of past conditions, often in marked
contrast with his own, it will make him aware of how far
the present educational situation has been traditionally
received, and will at the same time help him to under-
stand the origin and significance of current practices.
In this way a study of the History of Education will dis-
rupt his complacent acceptance of the present, and will
enable him to reconstruct his ideas in the light of the
peculiar conditions out of which the education of his
times has sprung.
How to study the History of Education. — Clearly
the first step, then, in studying the educational history of a
people or period lies along the way of inquiring the purpose
of the education under consideration, since purpose may
unify manifold acts by giving meaning to them. When
these aims have been traced, the next move will naturally
be in the direction of finding out what attempt was made
to realize them. This study of the means of accomplish-
ing an educational purpose may include an investigation
of possibly three main topics, which are closely connected.
These may be termed respectively the content, method,
and organization of that education.
* !>om Principles of Education, p, 200, by permission of Silver, Burdett, and
Company.

